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SUBJECT: FRG LABOR MARKET STATISTICS FOR AUGUST 
REF: BONN 13377, BONN 141 1 1 

SUMMARY: IN AUGUST THE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED WORKERS 
DECLINED SLIGHTLY TO 1,031,100, 4.5 PERCENT OF THE 
LABOR FORCE, AND THE NUMBER OF WORKERS ON SHORT-TIME 
DECREASED SLIGHTLY. ON THE OTHER HAND, JOB OPENINGS 
DECLINED, AND ON A SEASONALLY ADJUSTED BASIS, 
UNEMPLOYMENT CONTINUED TO RISE. END SUMMARY. 

1. THE PRESIDENT OF THE FEDERAL EMPLOYMENT OFFICE. 
STINGL, REPORTED THAT THE NUMBER OF UNEMPLOYED 
DECLINED SLIGHTLY IN AUGUST TO 1,031,100, STILL 
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4.5 PERCENT OF THE LABOR FORCE. BUT HE ADDED THAT 
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LABOR MARKET DEVELOPMENTS COULD NOT BE ATTRIBUTED 
TO AN IMPROVEMENT IN THE ECONOMY GENERALLY. RATHER, 

HE CREDITED THE SLIGHT IMPROVEMENT TO THE RETURN OF 
FOREIGN WORKERS TO THEIR HOME COUNTRIES. THE 
EMPLOYMENT SERVICE NOW REPORTS THAT 130,000 OF THOSE 
UNEMPLOYED ARE FOREIGN WORKERS WHICH MEANS THAT 
UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE FOREIGN COMMUNITY DECLINED 
FROM 5.5 TO 5.4 PERCENT. 

2. SLIGHTLY MORE ENCOURAGING WAS THE DECLINE IN 
SHORT-TIME WORK. IN THE MIDDLE OF AUGUST THERE WERE 
541,400 WORKERS ON SHORT-TIME, A DECLINE OF 16.6 
PERCENT SINCE MID- JULY. 

3. JOB OPENINGS ALSO CONTINUED TO DECLINE BOTH 
ABSOLUTELY AND ON A SEASONALLY ADJUSTED BASIS. AT 
THE END OF AUGUST, THE EMPLOYMENT OFFICE REGISTERED 
252,600 OPENINGS, 1.1 PERCENT FEWER THAN AT THE END 

OF JULY. PLACEMENTS ALSO DECLINED 5.4 PERCENT. 

4. BY PROFESSION, UNEMPLOYMENT PATTERNS REMAINED 
FAIRLY CONSTANT. IT IS STILL HIGHEST FOR THOSE IN 
OFFICE AND SALES PROFESSIONS (232.400), IN THE METAL 
AND ELECTRICAL INDUSTRIES (202,200). AND IN THE 
CONSTRUCTION TRADES (75,700). 

5. ALTHOUGH THE TENDENCY ON THE PART OF THE EMPLOY- 
MENT SERVICE TO ACCENTUATE THE POSITIVE LED STINGL TO 
FOCUS PUBLICLY ON THE SLIGHT DECLINE IN UNEMPLOYMENT, 

THE LATEST FIGURES SHOW LITTLE REASON FOR OPTIMISM. 

WHEN THE LATEST FIGURES ARE SEASONALLY ADJUSTED, THEY 
SHOW A SLIGHT INCREASE IN UNEMPLOYMENT IN AUGUST, 
CONTINUING THE UPWARD TREND BEGUN IN LATE 1973. 

6. REACTIONS TO THE ANNOUNCEMENT WERE AS EXPECTED. 

THE CONFEDERATION OF GERMAN EMPLOYERS ASSOCIATIONS 
(BDA) AGREED THAT THE LATEST STATISTICS GIVE NO 
REASON FOR OPTIMISM REGARDING THE LABOR MARKET. THE 
DGB REPEATED THE PROPOSALS, ALREADY CONVEYED TO THE 
GOVERNMENT IN JULY IN A 9-POINT PROGRAM TO COMBAT 
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UNEMPLOYMENT, THAT THE GOVERNMENT PURSUE A COMPREHEN- 
SIVE PUBLIC INVESTMENT PROGRAM AND TAKE STEPS TO 
STIMULATE PRIVATE CONSUMPTION. THE MOST UPBEAT RE- 
ACTION TO THE LATEST STATISTICS CAME, NOT SURPRISING- 
LY, FROM THE SPD, WHICH RELEASED A BULLETIN NOTING 
THAT UNEMPLOYMENT DID NOT INCREASE IN AUGUST OF 
1975 AS IT HAD IN THE PREVIOUS YEARS, BUT INSTEAD 
DECLINED. 
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